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13th & Bern Streets 

Reading, PA 19612-5234
Education Dept. Office 610.921.7790







INTERN OBSERVATION EVALUATION







Visit __________   Observation__   XX    __
Education Department



College Supervisor:
Thomas Beveridge___                                     
Student Teacher: 
Douglas Conklin
 Date/Time: 04/18/13 – 8:50 AM to 9:34 AM__
                                             
School District & School: 
Blue Mountain Area – Blue Mountain Area High School


Cooperating Teacher: 
Mr. Michael Shoupe






Classroom Environment—Planning/Preparation—Instructional Delivery—Professionalism

The Classroom Environment—Upon entering the classroom today, this observer felt confident that key elements of the establishment and implementation of effective classroom management skills are being successfully implemented. 

· Creating an environment of respect and rapport—classroom interactions are highly respectful, reflecting general warmth and caring toward individuals.  Students themselves ensure maintenance of high levels of civility among members of the class.

· Establishing a culture for learning—The classroom environment represents a genuine culture for learning, with commitment to the subject on the part of both teacher and students, high expectations for student achievement and student pride in work.

· Managing classroom procedures—Classroom routines and procedures are seamless in their operation, and students assume considerable responsibility for their smooth functioning.

· Managing student behavior—Student behavior is entirely appropriate, with evidence of student participation in setting expectations and monitoring behavior.  Monitoring of student behavior is suitable and preventive, and response to misbehavior is sensitive to individual student needs.

· Organizing physical space—Classroom is safe, and students contribute to ensuring that the physical environment supports the learning of all students. 
Evaluation of Today’s Experience:

I observed Mr. Conklin teach an American modern fiction lesson to a group of twenty-three 11th grade students enrolled in an Honors English 3 class at Blue Mountain Area High School on April 18, 2013 from 8:50 AM to 9:34 AM.


Mr. Conklin opened today’s lesson by taking class attendance and making some general class announcements.  He then projected a writing prompt onto the whiteboard and asked his students to spend about six minutes responding to the writing prompt.  After approximately six minutes, Mr. Conklin asked for volunteers to read what they had written in response to the writing prompt.  Four students volunteered to read their responses, as did Mr. Shoupe and Mr. Conklin.  The responses were well-written and very entertaining.

Mr. Conklin provided each student with a sheet containing five questions relating to James Thurber’s “The Catbird Seat”.  Students were given about ten minutes, using their textbook, to find an answer to each of the five questions.  The questions were designed to serve as a springboard for discussions on the humor contained in “The Catbird Seat”.  Mr. Conklin’s lesson plans indicated that, over the previous few days and the next few days, he planned to have his students identify the elements of modern fiction, compare and contrast modern fiction with realists/naturalists fiction and compare and contrast gender roles in at least two works of modern fiction.

Mr. Conklin called for volunteers to provide answers to each of the questions.  The students’ answers served as a starting point for a more detailed discussion of important aspects of the story.  The students were quite engaged and had great insight into the story.


Mr. Conklin finished today’s class period by instructing his students to read the next story, “Winter Dreams”, by F. Scott Fitzgerald.   

Post-Observation Conference:  Mr. Conklin spoke about the experience he had the previous day when the student body staged a “walk out” in protest of proposed program cuts due to a budget shortfall at Blue Mountain.  Certainly, this was an experience that most student teachers do not normally have.  Mr. Conklin also indicated that his student teaching experience was progressing well.  I commended Mr. Conklin for allowing more of his personality to show during his teaching.  His being a bit more “relaxed” (e.g., joking when appropriate, adding personal comments to discussions) has resulted in a much more warm reception to his teaching by his students.  His students now see him as a “real person”, not just a teacher.
Next Scheduled Observation:  Monday, April 22, 2013, 1:26 PM to 2:10 PM – College Prep English 3    
_____________________________________________________________________________

(Signature of College Supervisor)





(Date)
Journal/Diary:  Reviewed – OK.  
Time Sheets:  Reviewed – OK.
Lesson Plans:  Reviewed – OK.
Unit:  OK – Unit was completed during the first student teaching placement.
Child Study:  N/A.
Samples of Students’ Work:  Students were observed writing to a prompt and completing a series of comprehension questions relating to the story they had read. 
Student Teacher Comments:  Mr. Conklin discussed his reflections on a student “walk out” the previous day in protest of proposed budget cuts at Blue Mountain.  Mr. Conklin expressed continued satisfaction with his student teaching placement.  Mr. Conklin confirmed the planned schedule for next week’s lesson observation and second placement final review.
Cooperating Teacher Comments:  Mr. Shoupe stated that he has no concerns relative to Mr. Conklin’s student teaching performance and that no issues need to be addressed relative to Mr. Conklin’s performance.
